Extended applications of ultrasonography by the surgeon. A preliminary report.
The application of ultrasonography by surgeons in hospitalized patients and the potential benefits thereof were evaluated in 52 patients. Ultrasonography was used to diagnose emergent conditions in 30 patients, nonemergent conditions in 16 patients, and as a guide for interventional procedures in 6 patients. The procedure was carried out by a specially trained member of the surgical team, thus providing use of the technique as required. In assessing the degree of reliability of ultrasonography for surgical decision-making, it was found to be helpful in arriving at a decision in 47 patients, not helpful in 3 patients, and misleading in 2 patients in whom results were misinterpreted. The use of ultrasonography by the surgical team may help to provide early diagnosis, and thus may shorten the delay in necessary surgical intervention. It can also serve as a guide during interventional procedures and thereby can increase their safety and accuracy. We believe that the ability to carry out and interpret ultrasonographic tests is a helpful addition to the surgeon's armamentarium.